
How a pandemic is forging 
a stronger generation of 
young people
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The COVID-19 pandemic quickly and dramatically altered our world. 
As people begin to emerge from the COVID-era, learning and personal 
growth have been an unexpected silver lining on these dark days.

We asked 6,000 college students and parents of school age children in 
four countries how young people think about themselves, their careers, 
and their communities. The results show how much people are 
learning from one of the hardest lessons the modern world has faced.



Here’s whatwe’ve all learned:

! Notably, 90% of people now 
believe that internet access is a 
basic human right.

91%

More than three out of four parents and 
college students agree that the pandemic 
has caused people to be more caring.

of parents say they plan 
to continue with more 
involvement in their
children’s education  
post-pandemic.

! 68% of college 
students see 
more value in their
education than ever  
before. 72% feel a
new urgency to 
complete their 
education.

! 56% of college 
students are 
reconsidering 
their career path  
as a result of the 
pandemic.

! 45% of college students have been 
inspired by the pandemic to consider 
a career in healthcare or science. Half 
of parents also report their children 
being more interested in healthcare 
and science careers. 53% of college 
students now report an interest in
starting their own business.

! 83% of parents also now say their 
child is more aware of the hardships 
faced by others. 85% of college 
students gained a new appreciation 
for the struggles of others.

! Three-quarters of parents expect 
their children to become more 
interested in social issues post-
pandemic, while 67% of college 
students report they have already 
become more interested because 
of what they have experienced.
Education, healthcare, racial 
equality are the most important 
issues for each group.

We’ve gained empathy.
The pandemic has been a collective 
experience and our humanity shined 
through the heartbreak.

We’ve learned to
think differently about
education and careers.
The pandemic has provided space
and time to reflect, especially about
careers and life moving forward.



of college students 
say they’ve grown as 
a person, gaining 
self-motivation, 
adaptability and
emotional resiliency.

of parents say their 
kids have changed for  
the better, learning 
adaptability, new 
digital skills and a 
concern for others.

! 63% of parents and
69% of college students 
agree that the disruption  
of education contributed  
to anxiety, stress levels, 
or mental health issues.

! 77% of parents and 
80% of college students  
are optimistic that the 
pandemic has made 
this generation more 
resilient.

! 7 in 10 parents and
nearly 6 in 10 college  
students globally 
believe young people  
will recover from 
setbacks quickly.

About the Pearson Global Learner Survey

Now in its third year, Pearson’s Global Learner Survey is the pre-eminent public opinion research elevating 
the voice of learners worldwide. This installment of the Global Learner Survey was conducted by Morning 
Consult from April 28 – May 12, 2021, among a sample of 4,000 parents with children between the ages 
of 11 and 17, and 2,000 college students in 4 countries: Brazil, China, United Kingdom, United States. The 
interviews were conducted online. Results in each country are representative of the online population of 
that country with a margin of error of plus and minus 2 percentage points.

We’ve become stronger and smarter.
While emotionally difficult, the pandemic has also given us the opportunity 
to create a better version of ourselves.
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