
Pearson Global Learner Survey 2021

Tough Lessons: Learners Want 
More Education on Social Justice 
and Equity Issues 

As issues of social justice become more present and urgent in our world, 
Pearson asked 5,000 people globally, to examine what they learned, and 
what they need to learn, when it comes to race and gender equality.  

The bottom line: many people had concerns about their lack of 
education on these topics. Now, they are taking learning into their 
own hands, so they are better prepared to live in a multi-cultural world.  



       

Here’s what we’ve learned:  

Most people 
believe schools are 
making progress 
providing an equal 
education for all 
but there is still 
work to be done.

63%

63% globally say they trust their current 
education system to provide a quality 
education for all. That’s up from 54% in 2019 
and 59% in 2020.  

➜  More than half of  
respondents globally 
feel that students should 
begin learning about 
diversity, equity and 
inclusion in primary 
school or earlier. 

➜   83% of people in  
4 countries believe 
that schools are just 
as responsible for 
teaching social issues 
as academic topics.

➜  81% of people  
in 4 countries 
believe that 
schools should 
teach students 
to live in a multi-
racial society. 



  

  

   

     

People globally have 
concerns about the content 
of their education. 

➜   59% globally don’t believe their 
education adequately covered topics 
of race and gender equality, with 
younger generations reporting better 
satisfaction with how these topics 
were covered. 

➜  Respondents across Brazil, India, UK 
and US report learning most about 
slavery and colonialism and least about 
marriage equality and LGBTQ rights.  

Most people want to increase their 
understanding of equity and social issues. 

➜  More than 60% feel they could learn 
more about a variety of diversity issues.      

➜   80% of people are trying to educate 
themselves about issues related to social 
justice, diversity or gender equality.   

➜  Interest is even higher among younger  
generations, with 85% of Gen Z and 
84% of Millennial respondents reporting 
learning more about these topics . 

About the Pearson Global Learner Survey 

Now in its third year, Pearson’s Global Learner Survey is the pre-eminent public opinion research 
elevating the voice of learners worldwide. This installment of the Global Learner Survey was conducted by 
Morning Consult from May 27 – June 1, 2021, among a sample of 5,000 people in the United States, 
United Kingdom, India, China, and Brazil between 16 and 70 years of age. The interviews were conducted 
online. Results are representative of the online population with a margin of error of plus and minus 2 
percentage points.  
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